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and father that the Presbyterian church had established a mis-
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sion vhere the Negro children could go and thst the children
would be allowed to go. I was among the first of the young ones
to enroll, and . , 4+ . 80 it seemed to me,

That first morning on my way to sshool I kept the thought up~

permost "Put that down - you can't read," and I felt that I was 7(

on my way to read and it was one of ves that fired me

in my determimtion to read. And I think thet because of that

I grasped my lessons and my worde better than the av'rage child

and 1t vas not long before I was able to read and write,

dohnson: What w:s the attitude of your mother? Or, 4id you tell
her about it?

Bethune: 7Yes, I told her. You know, my mother was one of those
grand educated persons that 4id not héve letters, She had a great gw

vision, a great understanding of human meture. When I told her,

that instant, you know, she said to me - "Oh,&er mind, my child,

your time will oome, TYou "1l learn some day," My mothar had a
great philosophy of life, She came dom from one of the great

royalties of Afrioca., She could not be di scouraged, No matter
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vhat kind of plight we found ourselves in, she always believed

.



